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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 




1 . The title of the invention has been amended to read: -Method And Apparatus For 
Roasting and Smoking Skinned Food Products—. 



Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: "214e". 
Correction is required. 



3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

4. The application has been amended as follows: 
In the specification: 




At page 1, please replace the paragraph under "Claim for Priority" with the following: 

^4his application is continuation of U.S. Application No. 09/190,103 filed 
November 12, 1998, now abandoned which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 60/098,562, filed November 12, 1997, the disclosure of which is 
incorporated herein by reference for all purposes. -/\ 
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Page 8, line 28: change "The water flows from source 132 through" to --The water flows 
from source 130 through valve 132 and through— therefor. 

r ' 

Page 12, line 20: change "800" to -804- therefor. 



5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach or suggest the steps of contacting a skinned food product with heat to 
at least partially loosen a skin thereof; and contacting the skinned food product with 
smoke for a period of time sufficient to provide the skinned food product with a smoked 
flavor. The steps of passing a skinned food product in proximity to a flame to at least 
partially blacken a skin thereof; and passing the skinned food product through a smoking 
chamber. Moreover, a roasting unit comprised of a housing having an inlet and an outlet, 
a gas burner disposed within the housing, and a water spray disposed within the housing 
between the gas burner and the outlet; a smoking chamber comprised of a housing having 
an inlet and an outlet; and a conveyor system for transporting a skinned food product 
from the inlet of the roasting unit to the outlet of the roasting unit and from the inlet of 
the smoking chamber to the outlet of the smoking chamber. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Milton I. Cano whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
3959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30 AM 
to 5:00 PM. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Gabrielle Brouillette, can be reached on (703) 308-0756. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703) 305-3602. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 



308-0651. 
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Primary Examiner 
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